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Notes from the composer:

My teacher, Roy Hamis, once wrote a piece called Ode to Consonance. Angel Falls is
more an ode to dissonance. Conductor Bob Shoup once said “Your dissonances have purpose.™
And music critic Sandor Kalay of the Kansas City Star wrote that “Songer has a melodic gift.”
Put these two things together and one gets a melodic dissonance with a definite key center.

Some harmonies used in Ange! Falls are based on a system developed by the composer in
1961 and that answered the question “What if harmonies were constrocted out of unlike
intervals?” The initial answer was a system which I called The NOVA system. Later I changed
the name to X-Y-Z system and later still expanded the vocabulary to what [ called the X-Y-X
system. Those interested in further details can contact the composer using songerla@msn.com.

I first scored Angel Falls for four homs but later decided that a fifth part would allow all
players to have some time off the lip. A few notes were added but the picce is essentially the
same in both versions.

It should be enough to know that the title does not reference a place or geographic feature.
We all have angels.

Lew Songer



